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EDITOR’S PICKS>

I nheriting the travel bug instilled a 
lifetime curiosity with maps, so it 
was only natural that on a journey to 

America’s eastern shores, I was intrigued by 
a thought-provoking geographical tidbit, ig-
niting my desire to view a chart of the Unit-
ed States. Apparently, when Mother Nature 
was carving the border abutting the Atlantic 
Ocean, she chewed off a huge chunk of land 
from where the State of Georgia lies. Even-
tually that portion became recognized as 
the “Georgia bite” but also carries another 
peculiar characteristic as the westernmost 
point on the east coast. Intriguing trivia, 
yes, but more importantly, it is home to one 
of the Grande dames of American resorts, 
Sea Island.

Situated halfway between Jacksonville, 
Florida and Savannah, Georgia on the 
golden shores of St. Simons Island and Sea 
Island, this peach of a retreat with five miles 
of private beach and a feast of recreational 
activities has been the benefactor of its 
pristine location since The Cloister opened 
as a “friendly little inn” in 1928. 

With its sister resort, The Lodge, joining 
the landscape in 2001, Sea Island exudes 
a boatload of southern hospitality to help 
crown the luxury resort as the only one in 
the world to have earned four Forbes 5-Star 
ratings eight years in a row, for The Cloister, 
The Lodge, the Georgian Room restaurant, 
and The Spa at Sea Island. With those starry 
accolades, it’s absolutely no surprise this 
rich nugget was awarded the 2004  
G8 Summit. 

My eyes lit up the instant I entered The 
Lodge, an English-style manor with 40 

guest rooms, whereupon I was escorted by 
one of 24 around-the-clock butlers to my 
roomy accommodation with ocean and 
fairway views — along with amenities rang-
ing from overstuffed chairs to hand-crafted 
Oriental rugs to spacious marble baths 
with deep-soaking tubs, to a guest card that 
included an option to request a pre-bedtime 
delivery of cookies and milk. 

Day and night, as the treats keep flowing 
at Sea Island, one quickly discovers that to 
stay afloat, it is all about pace. With a dy-
namic slate of recreational activities listed in 
the 10-page, double-sided planning guide, 
it would seem easier to plop into one of the 
Adirondack chairs adorning the manicured 
lawn and simply gaze out to the Atlantic 
horizon. But since the goal was to get a taste 
of Sea Island, full steam ahead.

Boating? Fishing? Not my cup of tea. 
Tennis lesson with French Open doubles 
winner, Murphy Jensen? Not my racket. 
Shooting school? Probably smart I skip 
that drill! Sea Turtle Dawn Patrol? Unfor-
tunately, I just missed the nesting season. 
Camp Cloister? Sadly, I’ve surpassed their 
age limit. 

Not to worry. Still plenty of authentic Sea 
Island experiences to keep my adrenaline 
flowing, including golf, kayaking, biking, 
horseback riding, or even much-needed  
golf instruction.

“When you add up everything avail-
able here, I would be hard pressed to find 
any other resort that offers the amount of 
activities as we have on the island,” says 
Mike Kennedy, Director of Activities at Sea 
Island. “We’ve really tried to focus on what 

you can do here you can’t do anywhere else, 
and we do that by leveraging the marsh and 
natural setting outside our doors.”

Of all the recreational pursuits accessible 
at Sea Island, golf rightly takes precedence. 
The quality of the resort’s three courses, 
that include free green fees for junior resort 
guests under 19 years old, are tough to sur-
pass anywhere else in the state. That alone is 
ironic given the resort developers, Howard 
Coffin, founder of Hudson Motor Com-
pany in 1908, and his cousin, A.W. Jones, 
considered the game a waste of time when 
they began planning the seaside nirvana. 
It wasn’t long, however, before they were 
persuaded otherwise and hired architect 
Walter Travis to design Sea Island’s original 
course, Plantation, which opened in June 
1928, several months before The Cloister 
was ready for overnight guests.

Some 70 years later, the Plantation, divid-
ed by the Avenue of Oaks leading up to The 
Lodge, underwent an extensive renovation 
by Rees Jones to transform it into a “true 
parkland-by-the-sea” layout with Bermuda 
fairways, roughs and greens. The course 
provides some challenge with lakes, ponds 
and tidal creeks at seven of the front-side, 
tree-lined holes while frequent vistas of the 
Atlantic Ocean, St. Simons Sound and The 
Lodge highlight the back nine. 

On the opposite side of The Lodge lies the 
resort’s marquee course, Seaside. Originally 
designed by architects Harry S. Colt and 
Charles Alison in 1929, the links course got 
a complete makeover by Tom Fazio in 1999 
and earned a spot on Golf Digest’s “Top 100 
Courses in the United States.” Since 2010, 
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it has been home to the annual PGA Tour 
RSM Classic, hosted by Sea Island touring 
professional and 2016 U.S. Ryder Cup  
Captain, Davis Love III.

“Seaside is clearly the most requested 
course to play at Sea Island and that has 
as much to do with the historical factor 
as anything else, and the design is pretty 
special,” noted John Wade, Head Golf 
Professional at Sea Island. 

What Seaside lacks in length (7,005 
yards) to the slightly longer Plantation 
(7,058 yards) is compensated by the higher 
difficulty factor. With the surrounding 
marshland and steady winds off the ocean 
sweeping across the links-style course, 
there is a major premium placed on club 
selection, recovery shots and putting. Even 
my playing partner, Daniel Wooten, a PGA 
golf management intern at Sea Island, 
asserted Seaside a great place to experience 
at least once, but admitted, “I wouldn’t 
want to be standing at the No. 18 tee  
box on Sunday afternoon of the RSM  
Classic with a first place check hanging  
in the balance.”

Every hole on Seaside proves testy, but 
it is difficult to imagine why the 407-yard, 
par-4, 14th isn’t rated the toughest on 
the card. With St. Simons Sound and the 
Atlantic Ocean as a backdrop, it is clearly 
one of premier visual holes. The tee shot 
sets up for a wide landing zone but with 
constant changing coastal winds the chal-
lenge is landing the ball on the correct side 
of the fairway for an unobstructed shot to 
the red wicker basket on the pin. 

The trio of Sea Island’s courses rounds 
out with the friendly Retreat Course (7,106 
yards), originally designed by Joe Lee with 
an extensive makeover by Love III and his 
brother, Mark in 2001, making the fair-
ways wider with the option to run shots up 
onto most greens. 

There’s much to understand about 
playing Sea Island’s courses to increase the 
enjoyment factor and, no doubt, certain 
levels of golf skills are advisable. Typically, 
I’m not one to dedicate time to practice my 
game but given regular access to the Sea 
Island Golf Performance Center, that habit 
would change in a heartbeat.

Beyond the fairways and greens, Sea 
Island boasts one of the most preeminent 
instructional facilities in the country, 
guided by an all-star roster of Golf Digest’s 
“America’s Greatest Teachers” — even a 
sports psychologist — who work with Love 
III plus other resident PGA Tour players 
Zach Johnson, Matt Kuchar, Brandt Sned-
ecker and Jonathan Byrd. 

With only a two-minute walk from The 
Lodge to the state-of-the-art facility with 
five covered hitting bays, indoor putting 
lab, expanded golf fitness area with 3D 
technology, 300 yards of tee area, plus sep-
arate chipping and putting greens practice 
facility, I had zero excuse not to take full 
advantage of experts like club fitter Craig 
Allen; renowned putting instructor Mike 
Shannon; instructor Jordan Dempsey; and 
golf fitness specialist Scott Fedisin. 

While each person exposed a plethora 
of flaws in my ability to properly hit a golf 
ball, the truer test is whether I’m a smart 
enough student to follow instruction. 
Either way, Sea Island is one extraordinary 
training ground. GT
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